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third such major mcursion i two
vears, has drawn angry protests from
Anrola and was eniticized by the
State Department Tuesday.

There his been speculation here
and in western capitals that it was
launched in response to Angola's
hrusque rejection of an offer made

Possibly as Large as Jupiter
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A heavenly body possibly as large as the
glant planet Jupiter and possibly so close to
" Earth that it would be part of this solar system
has been found in the direction of the constel-
| lation Orion by an orbiting telescope aboard
_the U.S. infrared astronomical satellite., . - .+ equs planet a3 Jaeee as Jupiter and as cluse to
So mysterious is'the object that a&tmnumerx
do not know if it i3 a planet, a giant comet, a
nearby “protostar” that never got hot enough
to become a star, a distdant galaxy so young
that. it is still in the process of forming its first
stars or a galaxy so shrouded in dust that none
of the light cast by itg stars ever gets through.
“All T can tell you is- that we don’t know
what, it is,” Dr. Gerry Neugebauer, IRAS chief
scientist for California’s Jet P,opuluon Lab-

Pluto.
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Barth as 50 billion miles.
like a great distance in earthbound terms, it is
a stone’s throw in cosmological terms, o close
in fact that it would be the nearest heavenly
body to Karth beyond tHe (;utermcm planet
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Mystery Heavenly BO(I‘\*' Discovered

By Thomas O Toole

Washinglon Post Stalf Writer

and director of the Palomar Coe
tory tor the Calitornia Institute of Tectn
caid inan iterview,

The most fascinating  explanation o thi
mystery hody, which is so cold it casts no lizhs
and has never been seen by optical telescopes
on Earth or. in space, is that it is a giant gos-

‘While that may s¢em

“[f it 13 really that close, it would bc a4 part
of our solar system,” said Dr. James Houck ut
Cornell Univegsity's Center for Radio Physics

See OBIECT, A12, Col. 1




